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“What’s Going On?—Signs and Wonders” 
Salado UMC—Preaching Text: Acts 2:1-21 

Day of Pentecost/Confirmation/Senior Sunday 
23 May 2021 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“He who wonders discovers that this in itself is wonder” 

        —M. C. Escher (1898 - 1972). 
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
A good question for Confirmation is “Why did God call the church into existence?” As the 

church has continued intact for 2000 years, we suspect God’s hand in the mix. The church’s 

birth at Pentecost points to God’s almighty hand. What does this story teach Christians? Hear 

the day’s lesson:  

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the 

crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our 

own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new 

wine." 

 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Judeans and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 

17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 

shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
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fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 

the Lord's great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 

be saved'" (Acts 2:1-21). 

 

 As Acts begins, Jesus appears to the 11 prior to the ascension. Jesus promises that “John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” 

(Acts 1:5). Our lesson fulfills Jesus’ promise. Pentecost reminds us about “a sound like the rush 

of a violent wind.” The apostles “were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” This spectacle naturally drew a crowd. 

Luke then continues that this phenomenon of the Holy Spirit baffled those gathered 

“because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.” But note this about 

the miracle of Pentecost: God welcomes folks from all over the Mediterranean world, enabling 

believers to express various and recognized languages. God does not empower everyone 

gathered to hear the same language, that is, to comprehend either the Aramaic or Galilean 

languages and become thus just like the apostles. Rather, each of those assembled hears the 

gospel in his/her native tongue. They then secure the gospel for themselves. Whatever 

happened—it is a peculiar occurrence, no doubt. 

 Plainly our story indicates that the Holy Spirit supplies power. Yet, the Holy Spirit pours out 

the power on all those gathered as one. So, the power is not simply for individuals. The spirit’s 

power energizes all these believers communally. We know the truth of the old saying, “Many 

hands lighten the load.” Together—as a faith community we are stronger—and more 

effective—when we work collectively and as one.  

  Today we confirm some young folks into full church membership. Confirmation is a 

yearlong process of experiences and some “book learning.” While many confirmands suppose 

confirmation is an end, in reality confirmation is a beginning of a process of lifelong learning 

about discipleship. It is Senior Sunday, too! We have a good group of graduates and we are 

rightly proud of them. They too are beginning to walk a new path, as are our confirmands. Who 

knows where life will take either our Seniors or our confirmands?  
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Bona fide Christians always learn. If truly committed to the faith, then new adventures 

await these believers. The church wants to help all believers move to a deeper understanding 

of their relationship with God, notwithstanding how long they have been Christians.  

Like marriage or practicing spiritual disciplines, there are several reasons to confirm a 

person. First, confirmation is a portal into God’s church (ekklesia). Like coming home from a 

hospital after our birth often makes us a member of the family, so too is confirmation an 

entering into the household of faith. Second, we develop deeper friendships with some mature 

adults. Mentors and confirmands can delve into faith questions. Parents and confirmands, if 

they talk about such things, can explore faith together and strengthen their bonds. They might 

even pray together. Third, as in regular school, confirmation is a structured time of predictable 

leaning about doctrines as: monotheism, the trinity, incarnation, providence, grace, and 

salvation. Fourth, confirmation provides opportunities to fellowship with one’s Christian 

peers—the other confirmands. Like marriage, practicing spiritual disciplines, or confirmation, 

these activities summon several layers of meaning.  

 I want to remind all of us that highly effective people are generous people. I know 

successful people who are not generous, but I do not know an effective (warm, winsome, 

helpful, etc.) person who is not generous. After all, the most effective person was Jesus, who 

gave all to us and expects all back in return. Alice Roosevelt Longworth, the eldest child of 

Teddy Roosevelt once said, “My father always wanted to be the corpse at every funeral, the 

bride at every wedding, and the baby at every christening.” We each know people so self-

absorbed that they want to be the center of attention in any situation. Still, Jesus teaches us to 

“humble ourselves,” so that God might exalt us. 

 Sometimes, we hear people say, it is not all about us. Let me say that again, in case you 

heard me the first time: It is not all about us. Marriage, friendship, graduation, or confirmation 

are not things we can do alone. It is not about us in the singular sense. It is about us in the “we” 

or plural sense. These activities, marriage, friendship, graduation, or confirmation fulfill what 

Paul writes about (Romans 12:9-11):  

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 

outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

 



4 

 

Later in Acts, Luke relates a story about a crowd that brings Jason before the Thessalonian 

authorities. They accuse Jason with shouts that he, with other believers, “has been turning the 

world upside down” (Acts 17:6). Chiefly, this is why God sends the Holy Spirit’s power on us—to 

turn the world upside down. We do this by simply managing the stewardship households God 

gives to the church. If a church works as one for the mutual goal of God’s realm, then nothing 

can hinder its effectiveness. 

To our confirmation and graduating senior friends I say: You are also part of the great and 

glorious list of those who have faith in Christ. You are now on your way to becoming part of the 

roll called up yonder. Perhaps we can fittingly end our service this morning by reminding you of 

what might have been in the Bible if you would have been born a few thousand years earlier. 

Jesus called his disciples and chose, whom he also named . . . (2021 seniors) Grace Ann 

Beene, Faith An’janel Margu Barker, Jason William Bonnett, Wrook Eubanks Brown, Madeline 

Elizabeth Holt-Bourland, Allison Claire Carnahan, Bryce Ballard Dobbins, Ryder Jaxson Haas, 

Alexandria Ann Harris, Aubrey Peyton Heffner, Jade Alexandria Houston, Michael Jeremiah 

Johnson, Kimberly Annamarie Kendall, Jessica Rene Knight, Dylan Ray Laverdiere, Madisyn 

Mariko Maddux, Presley Mariko Maddux, Amy Lynn Manning, Ryan Andrew Poe, Reese 

Elizabeth Preston, Avery Carl Womack, Ashley Voelter and (confirmands) Jaxon Clayton 

Bonnett, Rosemary Lynne Dennis, Kendall Ruby Edwards, Sydney Carter Engleking, Paisley 

Nycole Friemel (FREEmul), Luke Anderson Leiskau (LIEscow), and Emily Grace Steigerwalt. 

Blessings for your journey! Amen. 

David N. Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado, TX 76571 

 


