
Satan: The Evil Adversary 
“Life Foundations: Christian Faith Essentials”, Part 9 

Pastor Vince DiPaola 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 “Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”  
                                                                                                                                                  (1 Peter 5:8b, NASB) 
 
I) THE EXISTENCE OF SATAN:  THE BIBLICAL EVIDENCE 
 
     1) Satan is not a PERSONIFICATION of evil or an INVENTION of NT myth. 
 
 
     2) Satan is an OT reality mentioned in 7 OT books (Gen., 1 Chr., Job, Ps., Isa., Ezek., Zech.).  
 
 
     3) Satan is also a NT reality mentioned by EVERY NT author and in 25 of the 29 
          occurrences in the gospels, Jesus is speaking of him.  
 

 “And [Jesus] said to them, ‘I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning’” (Luke 10:18, NASB) 

 
 
 
II) THE NAMES OF SATAN:  THEY REVEAL HIS MULTI-FACETED NATURE 
 
     1) “Satan” (from Hebrew word, occurs 52 times) means “ADVERSARY” or “OPPOSER”.  
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan!  For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 
       (Matthew 4:10, NIV) 
 
 

     2) “Devil” (from Greek “diabolos”, occurs 35 times) means “SLANDER”.  
 

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.” 
       (Matthew 4:1, NIV) 
 
 

     3) “Evil one” (from the apostle John’s writings).  
 

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.” 
       (John 17:15, NIV) 
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THE BIG IDEA:  SATAN IS THE CHIEF ANGEL WHO IS OPPOSED TO GOD  
AND IS OUR CHIEF ADVERSARY IN LIVING A LIFE THAT PLEASES GOD!  



 4) “Serpent”, implies “GUILE” and “CRAFTINESS”.  
 

“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray 
from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”    (2 Corinthians 11:3, NIV) 

 
     5) “Dragon”, implies “FEROCIOUS”.  
 

“Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven 
crowns on his heads.”       (Revelation 12:3, NIV) 

 
     6) “Accuser of the brethren”.  
 

“Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God, and the authority of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and 
night, has been hurled down.’”      (Revelation 12:10, NIV) 

 
     7) “Tempter”.  
 

“For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith.  I was afraid that in some 
way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless.” 

       (1 Thessalonians 3:5, NIV) 
 

     8) “Ruler/prince of this world”.  
 

“Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.” 
       (John 12:31, NIV) 

 
     9) “god of this world”.  
 

“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”     (2 Corinthians 4:4, NIV) 

 
 
     10) “Prince of the power of the air”.  
 

“in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air..”
         (Ephesians 2:2a, NIV) 

 
     11) “Spirit now at work in the disobedient”.  
 

“…the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”  (Ephesians 2:2b, NIV) 
 
 
     12) “Beelzebub” means “CHIEF of the demons.”  
 

“But some of them said, ‘By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.’” 
       (Luke 11:15, NIV) 
 

     13) “Belial” means “WORTHLESSNESS” or “WICKEDNESS”.  
 

“What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever?”        (2 Corinthians 6:15, NIV) 
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III) THE ORIGINATION OF SATAN:  HIS CREATION BY GOD, HIS FALL FROM GOD

1) Satan is a CREATED being, created by Jesus Christ.
“Praise Him, all His angels… Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded and they were created.”

(Psalm 148:2b&5, NIV) 

“For by Him all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or  
 powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”       (Colossians 1:16, NIV) 

2) Satan, like all angels, was originally created as a HOLY BEING.
“God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31, NIV) 

3) Satan, later on, FELL into sin because of his pride and desire to be worshiped like God. 

*The two key passages that likely detail Satan’s “fall” are Isaiah 14:12-17, Ezekiel 28:11-19.

“The word of the Lord came to me: ‘Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: 
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  ‘You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  
You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, 
onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day 
you were prepared, you were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.  You were on the holy 
mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.  You were blameless in your ways from the day you were 
created till wickedness was found in you.  Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and 
you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you. O guardian cherub, from 
among the fiery stones.  Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom 
because of your splendor.  So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.  By your many 
sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  So I made a fire come out from you, and it 
consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.  All the nations 
who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no more.’’   

(Ezekiel 28:11-19, NIV) 

*Key Observation: Who is this referring to: the then-reigning king of Tyre or someone beyond him?
(see especially v. 14a “cherub” = angel, v.15 “originally blameless”)

“How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!  You have been cast down to the earth, 
you who once laid low the nations!  You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above 
the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  I 
will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” But you are brought down to 
the grave, to the depths of the pit.  Those who see you stare at you, they ponder your fate: Is this the man who 
shook the earth and made kingdoms tremble, the man who made the world a desert, who overthrew its cities 
and would not let his captives go home?”         (Isaiah 14:12-17, NIV) 

*Observation #1: Who is this referring to: the fall of the then-reigning king of Babylon or others
beyond him?  (see especially v. 12 “Morningstar” cf. Revelation 22:16, v.13 “stars” = angels)

*Observation #2: The 5 “I wills” (v.13-14 indicate Satan’s desire to garner worship belonging to God).
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IV) THE ACTIVITY OF SATAN:  HIS OPPOSITION TO ALL THAT IS GOOD

1) Satan is opposed to Christ by trying to TWART his redemption plan.
(see Genesis 3:15, Matthew 4:1-11) 

2) Satan is opposed to God by trying to COUNTERFEIT his ways.
(see Isaiah 14:12-17, 2 Timothy 3:5,  2 Corinthians 11:15) 

3) Satan is opposed to unbelievers by BLINDING THEIR MINDS to the gospel.
(see Luke 8:12,  2 Corinthians 4:4) 

4) Satan is opposed to believers by trying to TEMPT, ACCUSE, OPPOSE their faith.
(see 1 Thessalonians 3:5 = caving in to culture, Acts 5:1-11 = self-serving, 1 Corinthians 7:5 = immorality) 

V) DEMONS: THE EXISTENCE, NATURE AND ACTIVITY OF SATAN’S ASSISTANTS

1) Demons, like all angels, were originally created as HOLY BEINGS.
“God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31, NIV) 

2) One-third of all demons FELL into sin along with Satan. 

“His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.  The dragon stood in front of the 
woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born.”  (Rev. 12:4) 

3) An angelic “organizational chart”:

Unfallen (elect) Angels 
(1 Timothy 5:21) 

All Angels 

Loose and Active Demons 
Ephesians 6:11-12) 

Rebelled with Satan 
(demons) Temporarily Confined 

(Matthew 25:41) (Revelation 9:1-15) 

Confined Demons 
(Luke 8:31) 

Permanently Confined 
(2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6) 

Excerpt from the book:  “Basic Theology” by Charles C. Ryrie p. 160 
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4) The activity of demons:

a) Demons follow the orders of Satan and oppose what he opposes.  (see IV) above)

b) Demons can, in certain circumstances, OPPRESS and POSSESS people.  (see esp. the 
gospels)

c) Demons cannot possess a genuine CHRISTIAN.  (see 1 John 5:18) 
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SUMMARY THOUGHT:  BE CAREFUL TO RESIST THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS  
AND REJECT THEIR ADVERSARIAL SCHEMES! 
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