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“The Breadth of the Gospel” 
Salado UMC—Preaching Text: Mark 7:24-30 

15th Sunday after Pentecost: 5 September 2021 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Children are all foreigners” 
   Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 - 1882). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Hear the day’s lesson, Mark 7:24-30: 

24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 

and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25 

but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 

him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, 

of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 

He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 

the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 

may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30 So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Our lesson today is a painful one if we read it from the perspective of the early twenty-first 

century. Jesus appears to be almost rude to a Gentile woman who comes to him for help. If 

there is one attribute few of us would ascribe to Jesus, it is the trait of rudeness. To be rude is 

to be guilty of incivility. Charles Raynal writes about incivility in an article that discusses 

Stephen Carter’s book: Civility: Manners, Morals, and the Etiquette of Democracy. Raynal 

writes: 

In a graphic illustration, Stephen L. Carter shows why he thinks American society must 

recover good manners and good morals. In 1995 a man, “Selfish Passenger,” crashed the 

security gates in the Houston Airport, without having himself or his baggage screened. On 

the chance that the passenger had a weapon, the airport security service closed two 

terminals, evacuated 7,000 passengers, and rescreened everyone. This process took four 

hours, and delayed over forty flights. Thousands missed flight connections. One security 

guard observed that Selfish Passenger probably made his plane without a hitch. 
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Surely none of us want to think about Jesus as a rude person and certainly we cannot 

envision him as uncivil. Still, our lesson disturbs us on its face. Jesus was always clear that the 

religious authorities often worked the law against people for their purposes. We see an 

example of Jesus’ attitude toward the law when we read: “The sabbath was made for 

humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath” (Mark 2:27). Today’s lesson follows Jesus’ 

suggestion that it is what comes out of a person—not what goes into a person—that defiles. 

The story anticipates a mission to Gentiles.  

 After Jesus and the disciples leave Gennesaret, a village on the northwest shore of the sea 

of Galilee, they go “to the district of Tyre.” This is Gentile territory. We should not be surprised 

that almost immediately a Syrophoenician woman approaches Jesus and begs for his 

assistance. She asks Jesus to cast out her daughter’s demon. Oddly, Jesus answers her: “Let the 

children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 

Although Jesus appears hard-hearted, he is merely reflecting the conventional wisdom of 

his time. Some biblical scholars have even suggested that Jesus is testing the woman’s faith. 

Whatever the case, Jesus’ slight to her does not discourage the woman. Moreover, she 

approaches Jesus and kneels at his feet. Jesus addresses her directly: “It is not fair to take the 

children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” What Jesus means by this statement is puzzling. But a 

reliable grasp of Jesus’ response may be the most obvious meaning. Jesus is perhaps indicating 

that if he enlarges his ministry focus, then he may miss an occasion to bring the children of 

Israel into God’s faithful fold. Whatever Jesus’ reason, most people would have grasped the 

insinuation—Jesus was not going to deal with the woman and her problem. 

 Yet, the woman refuses to relinquish her mission—to find healing/fixing her daughter’s 

demon possession. She replies to Jesus, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” Note two things here. First, the Syrophoenician woman repeats her 

faith confession by calling Jesus “Sir” or “Lord.” 

Second, she accepts Jesus’ primary role to the house of Israel. Plus, the Syrophoenician 

woman also concedes that even Gentile “dogs” (a Jewish term of derision for Gentiles) need 
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salvation that Jesus as the “Son of David” offers. She sees Jesus for what he is: The savior of the 

whole world—not just the Jews. 

 Mark’s story is a transition story. This story shifts between a partition between Jews and 

Gentiles and a later circumstance. Ultimately, within one hundred years of this Jesus story, 

most of the church would be Gentile. This is a story that might have fit nicely into the theology 

of Acts. Likewise, the Syrophoenician gentile woman in this story has a great deal in common 

with Cornelius (see: Acts 10). Not only is it difficult now for the contemporary church to reach 

beyond its comfort zone to others who it perceives as different. This circumstance of division 

between [Jewish and Gentile] Christians seems to have been that way from the beginning. 

Jesus’ answer to her statement, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs” 

proves as instructive for us as it surely was for the first disciples.  

Two things ought to help us apply Mark’s challenging story. First, commonly the intensity 

of faith can overcome all obstacles that stand in faith’s way. Jesus ignored her request for the 

casting out of demons from her daughter and then rebuffed her with his abrupt words. Still, she 

persisted because what motivated her was the love of her daughter. She knew that her 

daughter deserved a chance at healing. She believed this reality with great conviction and she 

believed that Jesus could provide the necessary healing. 

 Second, all of us stand before the same Jesus as this woman did. We have no claim on 

either Jesus or God. Yet, we receive the riches of salvation as a pure, unmerited gift—just as 

this woman did. Perhaps, this is a good lesson on evangelism for each of us. Too often we think 

about the church in terms of adding people to its rolls that are “just like us.” It might be a good 

thing to remember that what makes all people alike is that we all stand in the need of grace. 

Only God supplies this for us; and in this fact of human existence, we are indeed all alike! 

Thanks be to God. 
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