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I’m not much of a fan of horror movies, but every once in a while, I hear about one that 

actually sounds like it might be interesting, like back in 1999 when The Blair Witch Project came 

out. I have to admit the clever marketing of the movie appearing to be real events hooked me 

in even though I knew it wasn’t real. And…I have to admit I found the movie pretty scary! I was 

the first of my friend group at work to see it and of course, told everyone as much as I could 

about the experience without spoiling the plot. I was really excited for the weekend that 

several of my friends went to see it because now we could finally discuss it. When we took a 

break together that next Monday morning, I asked what they thought and was completely 

shocked that most of them thought it was boring and completely un-scary! I couldn’t believe 

that was their experience and even felt a little embarrassed that I was such a wimp to be scared 

by a movie that scared no one else.  

Maybe you have experienced this as well, when someone else experiences life in such a 

completely different way that it shocks you. The lectionary this week puts together two 

passages that seem to be polar opposites in Luke 9:27-43: 

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 

James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of 

his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, 

Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 



departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions 

were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the 

two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it 

is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and 

overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the 

cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen;[d] listen to him!” 36 When the voice 

had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and, in those days, told no one any 

of the things they had seen. 37 On the next day, when they had come down from the 

mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg 

you to look at my son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he[e] 

shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave 

him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You 

faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? 

Bring your son here.” 42 While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in 

convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his 

father. 43 And all were astounded at the greatness of God. 

This Sunday is celebrated as Transfiguration Sunday, which is not one of the really big 

church holidays, but a time when we typically look at the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus. 

The Transfiguration of Jesus brings a fitting end to the season of Epiphany as it is the most 

direct epiphany of Jesus’ glory as the Son of God in the Gospels. Jesus has ascended the 

mountain, which the ancients knew as a “thin place” where God could be more directly 
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experienced. And while he prays, his face and clothing shine like the sun, he speaks with the 

heroes of the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah, and is confirmed again as the Son of God and 

the only one we should listen to by a voice from heaven. Much theology has been written 

about the Transfiguration experience and what is means regarding Jesus, who he is, how he 

relates to Jewish theology, etc. But all that theology can cause us to miss the emotions that 

happen at the Transfiguration, the most important of which is a sense of awe. The disciples 

have encountered who Jesus truly is in all his glory! It is an awesome scene; the most amazing 

“mountain top” spiritual experience someone could have!  

Yet, Matthew, Mark, and Luke all place the healing of the demon possessed boy 

immediately after the transfiguration in their narratives. Our lectionary includes this second 

story in our readings today and at first glance, it doesn’t seem to make a lot of sense to read 

them both together. In Luke especially, there isn’t anything in the story to really connected the 

events at all, other than Luke telling us the healing occurred the “next day.” It becomes more 

clear reading Mark’s version of the story that the story of the demon possessed boy began 

while Jesus was still on the mountain. This scene is a “meanwhile” as much as an “after”. 

Let’s take a look at these two stories and see what we can learn from seeing them in a 

unified whole. First, we notice that both stories involve a father and his only son. In the 

Transfiguration, we see Jesus confirmed in his true glory as the Son of God, whose very 

appearance is blinding, who has the authority to speak with Moses and Elijah, the two titans of 

Jewish faith as if they were friends. Jesus is the chosen one; the representative of God who we 

should listen to as the very voice of God. We see God the Father proud of his Son and showing 

him off in the fullness of his glory. In the story of the demon possessed boy, we find a different 



only son. An only son wracked with pain, both the physical pain caused by the unclean spirit in 

his body, but surely experiencing the emotional pain of being an outcast of society. We find a 

boy who can barely function; who doesn’t have a real life because the unclean spirit has so 

taken him over. In this story we find a father desperate to find help. We find a father willing to 

brave the crowds who were following Jesus and in Mark’s telling, bravely the argumentative 

glares of the Jewish scribes had shown up to argue with Jesus’ disciples about what should be 

done with the boy. We see a man who is not beyond begging for help. For one Son, there is a 

glimpse of heaven, for the other, a daily living hell. 

In both stories, we see the disciples not understanding the situations they are presented 

with. When Peter, James, and John awake from being half asleep while the glory of Jesus with 

Moses and Elijah is happening in front of them, Peter just can’t absorb the mystery and awe of 

the situation he is presented with. He just has to say something so he makes the questionable 

suggestion that they should build three temporary shelters for Jesus, Moses and Elijah to live in. 

Peter completely misunderstands that what he is experiencing is something that can’t be 

captured and held forever. It takes the voice of God to shut this down and bring the focus of 

the disciples back on hearing what Jesus has to say rather than focusing on this mountaintop 

experience. In the story of the boy, we see the struggles of the other nine disciples who were 

left behind down the mountain. They are struggling to deal with a tense situation. They have 

been trying to deal with the evil forces that have been oppressing this boy and have been 

unable to be successful, even though earlier in this very chapter of Luke, Jesus gives the 

disciples authority to deal with exactly this sort of situation. The disciples were probably pretty 

excited to have Jesus back down from the mountain to help this situation but when Jesus 



comes back, he appears to rebuke them for their lack of faith, perhaps frustrated that they still 

don’t understand the power they have been given.  Either way, the disciples are failures for not 

being able to deal with situations that they should be able to handle. 

Yet in both situations, despite the failings of the disciples, God’s glory is shown. This is 

more obvious in the Transfiguration story, but the story of the demon possessed boy ends with 

the crowd being in awe of the power of God. I think this is why these two stories are so 

intertwined in the Gospel narratives; they are designed to show us that God’s glory is shown in 

both types of situations, regardless of our failures as disciples, and that we, as the community 

of God, are called to make space for both types of experiences to be a normal part of our 

spiritual lives as believers. 

I would guess that most of us have been in church or maybe a bible study when we saw 

someone who had the opposite attitude as we had at the time and we mock them for it in our 

head. Perhaps we were feeling down and we saw someone raise their hands in praise at church 

and instead of being happy with them, we think negatively of them. Or maybe we saw someone 

crying in church when everyone else around is happy and we start speculating what is wrong 

with them in a judgmental way rather than having compassion on them. Either way, we should 

understand that our responses to the work of the divine vary and our job in the faith is to 

support each other through all the varieties of experiences. We have to learn to be comfortable 

with the highs, lows and everything in between because God is always working no matter what 

we are going through. Let’s not miss the glory of God that we are supposed to see! Amen! 

      Paul Corder 



(The sermon owes a huge debt to Debie Thomas’ The View from the Valley, which can 

be found at https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/813-the-view-from-the-valley. It is a 

wonderful article that I highly recommend!) 
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