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“One Big Happy Family” 
Salado UMC—Preaching Text: Mark 10:2-16 

19th Sunday after Pentecost: 3 October 2021 
World Communion Sunday 

“In Hollywood, an equitable divorce settlement means  
each party getting fifty percent of publicity” (Lauren Bacall). 

++++++++++++++++++ 

Let us pray: O God, we join with our sisters and brothers around the world 

in remembering Christ’s sacrifice for us. 

For the opportunity to eat and drink together 

and for the life we have received, we give you thanks and praise. 

In the abundance of your many gifts, 

grant us grace to fill one another’s lives with love. 

Redeem, restore, and remold us until you make us new. 

Transform our daily bread into the bread of life, 

and the cup that we drink into the cup of salvation. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen (BARBARA DUNLAP-

BERG). 

 

Observed on the first Sunday in October, World Communion Sunday calls the Church to be the 

universal, inclusive Church. Presbyterians first observed the day in 1936. Later, the Federal Council of 

Churches in 1940 adopted the day. Shortly thereafter, the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren 

churches observed World Communion Sunday. Perhaps, it is fitting that on this day when we celebrate 

the unity of the world-wide church that we address one of the thorniest issues in scripture and life—

divorce. Yet, although we cannot treat divorce in any extensive manner today, we will look at a peculiar 

aspect of Jesus’ teaching on it. Hear the opening portion of our scripture for today from Mark’s Gospel: 

[2] Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” [3] 

He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” [4] They said, “Moses allowed a man to 

write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” [5] But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
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hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. [6] But from the beginning of creation, 

‘God made them male and female.’ [7] ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, [8] and the two shall become one flesh.’ So, they are no longer two, but one 

flesh. [9] Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate” (Mark 10:2-9). 

 

 As Mark often depicts them, the Pharisees represent Jesus’ antagonists. Mark often tells the gospel 

story via Jesus’ encounters with groups either misunderstanding or subverting God’s ways in the world. 

Here, Pharisees bring a question to Jesus to “test him.” We know all too well about these kinds of 

questions. Calculated questions like these paint responders into a corner. When those who answer give 

either a positive or negative answer, they fall into a logical trap. It reminds me of my friend whose 

spouse asks him regularly: “Honey, if I died would you remarry?” If one answers no, then the questioner 

wants to know why not. Don’t you like being married? If the answer is yes, the next question is: “Who 

are you planning to be your next spouse?” Either answer traps the respondent! 

 Notice Jesus’ shrewd way of sidestepping this trap. He converts the question of divorce into a 

teaching about marriage. Jesus redirects the Pharisees’ question to make the dialogue chiefly about 

marriage, rather than divorce. The issue of divorce was not a debatable question among Jews of Jesus’ 

day. Yet, the dispute about the allowable grounds for divorce seemed often debated. The Pharisees, no 

doubt, hoped to get Jesus to commit himself to an interpretation of Deuteronomy 24:1: “Suppose a man 

enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him because he finds something 

objectionable about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her 

out of his house; she then leaves his house.” Any response to this question of human divorce initiates 

controversy. Jesus intends to show the Pharisees that marriage is a gift of God’s good creation—part of 

God’s original intent for marriage. The Marcan text continues: 
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[10] Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. [11] He said to them, 

"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; [12] and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery” (Mark 10:10-12). 

 

 My guess about Jesus’ adamant teaching on divorce tracks well with what modern research tells us 

about divorce. Divorce is almost never neat and clean. It seldom ends the conflicts that preceded it, 

especially if divorce involves minor children. Perhaps Jesus wanted to underscore that the time to 

address relationship problems is not immediately before a divorce, but rather immediately prior to 

marriage. Further, I believe it is for this reason of deep thought prior to a covenant commitment that 

Jesus in addition introduces his teaching about children. Jesus introduces the topic of children into this 

discussion that looks to be about divorce but is in reality about marriage. Listen to how Mark fuses the 

themes of children and marriage: 

[13] People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 

spoke sternly to them. [14] But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 

little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 

belongs. [15] Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 

never enter it.” [16] And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them 

(Mark 10:13-16). 

 

 Children in biblical times had seemingly little value. Any value they had rested in what they might 

become. A boy would become a man, and men of course ran the world. A girl would become a woman 

who may well bear children. But in and of themselves, ancient people little valued children except as 

potential adults. All of which has us shaking our heads about Jesus. He picked up a child in his arms and 

said, “If you really want to know what it’s all about, learn from this child.” The people around him must 
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have thought Jesus had lost his marbles. Grown men, rabbis, simply didn’t do things like that. But Jesus 

clearly liked children. 

 And Jesus also respected children, which is a different thing altogether. Some people like children 

the way they like pets. Jesus was convinced that children had a wisdom most adults have abandoned. 

Jesus suspected that our salvation depends on learning how to receive the ministry of children—to 

understand their perspective.  

 In other words, like children, we must accept marriage/salvation as a gift. Whether successful or 

not in marriage, whether we have managed to achieve the profound union God intends or from a stance 

of “hardness of heart” we wound up in a divorce court, the receiving of the kingdom like a little child still 

holds. We have no bargaining chips to trade, nor does our failure disqualify us. It is simply this far-

fetched picture of otherwise rejected children welcomed and given a blessing that sustains both the 

happily married and the painfully separated.  

 As we come to the communion table may each of us remember that it is God who blesses our 

successes and forgives our failures. As children of the living God, who is full of loving-kindness toward 

us, God will always provide for us as children of God’s realm. 

Almighty God: from the ends of the earth 

you have gathered us around Christ's holy table. 

We come to feast together. 

Have mercy on your church, troubled and divided. 

Renew us and make us one. Amen (ANDY LANGFORD). 
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