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“Finding Jesus to Follow . . . .” 
21 March 2021: 5th Sunday in Lent (Year B) 

Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 76571  
Preaching Text: John 12:20-33 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“When a thing is funny, search it carefully for a hidden truth” (George Bernard Shaw 1856 - 1950). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

We can ponder a theme fora Christians that we might title “Follow the Leader.” For Lent this could 

mean that our theme is “where Jesus goes—we go too.” Today our title is “Finding Jesus to Follow . . .” 

and time figures into today’s lesson. The coming of the Greeks signals that the hour has come for God to 

glorify Jesus. A biblical scholar puts it: “In true Johannine fashion, the Christian’s hour of glory is identical 

with the hour of obedience, pain, and servanthood. The old adage has it, ‘No cross, no crown.’ In John, 

cross and crown are one” (Gerard Sloyan, John: Interpretation Series, John Knox Press, 1988, p. 156). 

When the Greeks ask to see Jesus, John sets the stage for Jesus’ hour. 

John’s Gospel offers many references to Jesus’ hour. For example, at Cana in Galilee, Jesus told 

Mary, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come” (John 2:4). Again, in 

chapter 7 there are more references to Jesus’ time of fulfillment. First, Jesus said, “My time has not yet 

come, but your time is always here” (7:6). Second when “they tried to arrest him, [but] no one laid 

hands on him, because his hour had not yet come” (7:30). Third, we read, Jesus “spoke these words . . . 

but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come” (8:20). In each instance, the reader 

wonders, “when will Jesus’ hour or time come?” We find the answer in our morning’s lesson for the 5th 

Sunday in Lent from John: 

[20] Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. [21] They came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." [22] 

Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. [23] Jesus answered 

them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. [24] Very truly, I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. [25] Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. [26] Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 

servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 

[27] "Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is 

for this reason that I have come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came 
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from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." [29] The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." [30] Jesus answered, 

"This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. [31] Now is the judgment of this world; now the 

ruler of this world will be driven out. [32] And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself." [33] He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die (John 12:20-33). 

 

The coming of the Gentiles [Greeks] is so theologically vital that John fails to tell us whether or not 

they saw Jesus—they simply disappear (Raymond Brown, The Gospel According to John I-XII, The Anchor 

Bible Series: Vol. 29, Doubleday, 1966, p. 470). Perhaps the hour has come because the news of Jesus is 

now gone out to even the Gentiles, about whom there is scant mention in the rest of John’s Gospel. 

What does all this have to do with us?   

It is a question that continues to haunt Christians today as it did in the time of John. Perhaps, John 

suggests that God ties our hours to Jesus’ hour of Jesus. As believers, Jesus provides for us moments of 

decision about who he is and why he has come. When we answer these questions, then we will know 

who we are. We also may remember Jesus saying specifically: “Where I am, there will my servant be 

also.” 

In Pilate’s examination of Jesus, we see another distinctive feature of John’s Gospel. When Jesus 

declines Pilate’s question, “Where are you from?” Pilate responds, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do 

you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you” (19:9-10)? Jesus’ response 

reveals John’s theology of the passion. Jesus tells Pilate, “You would have no power over me unless it 

had been given you from above” (19:11). In John’s judgment, Jesus is neither victim nor wronged. More 

accurately Jesus is simply the hero (protagonist) of his own story. Jesus is in complete control of his 

situation. Presumably Jesus could have halted the whole sordid affair anytime. Instead, following God’s 

guidance, Jesus lives into “his hour.” For John, Jesus’ hour represents not only his destiny but also that 

of the whole world (see: John 2:4; 4:21, 23, 52-53; 5:25, 28; 7:30; 8:20). When Greeks ask Philip to see 

Jesus his, response is theological: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” (John 12:23). 

Jesus’ perception of his destiny, perhaps concealed in the Synoptic Gospels, John shows when Jesus 

says, “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 

this reason that I have come to this hour” (12:27). Thus, even as the cross looms nearer and nearer, 

Jesus defies human powers when “he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify 

your Son so that the Son may glorify you’ ” (17:1).  
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From John’s theological viewpoint, Jesus is in utter control of the events surrounding his life. Jesus 

conquers life in this world because Jesus focuses on God the Father of all worlds. Everyone, at one time 

or another, must decide who this man from Nazareth is and why he has come to teach, die, and have 

God resurrect him. In Jesus’ life, John tells us, is the key to understanding who we are and why we have 

come to be. If John does not do anything else, he at least forces us to contemplate this question about 

Jesus and his glory. 

Bishop Willimon illustrates the matter of glory like this:  

She had talent, great talent. When she graduated first in her class from art school, she landed the 

best job with the best commercial graphics firm in the city. She was pulling down a great income. 

 

She married a successful attorney and, in a couple of years, they had a son. The son was born 

severely mentally challenged with many physical problems. As a baby he required full-time care. 

She and her husband agreed to look after the baby at home. Her husband would cut back on his 

work; she would also cut back on hers. 

 

The care was demanding and grueling, a twenty-four-hour-a-day job for them. Within a year, her 

husband left, leaving a note that said, in part, “I love you, but I just can’t take this. I’ve got to have a 

life of my own.” 

 

She quit her job and devoted full time to caring for her child. The child lived much longer than any 

of the doctors had believed, probably because the child received such loving, constant, skilled, and 

devoted care. 

 

After eight years, the child died. And when the church met for the child’s funeral, we sang Easter 

songs and claimed victory. Speakers extolled her as an example for us all, a saint, someone who 

embodied Christ’s message for each of us. 

 

She gave that child eight wonderful years; although, she “lost” eight years of her own life, by the 

world’s standards of gain and loss. 
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If you don’t know why, in looking at her life those eight years we saw “glory,” then you may not 

understand this Sunday’s gospel from John. Those eight years were her “hour of glory.” She gave 

glory to God as well (Will Willimon, Pulpit Resource, Vol. 245, # 1, Year B, p. 46). 

 

 

David Neil Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 76571 

 


