
 1 

“I’m Dreaming of a . . . New Year” 
Epiphany Sunday: 2 January 2022 

SUMC, Salado, Texas 
Preaching Text: Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Opening Prayer:  Almighty God, by the birth of your holy child Jesus, you gave us a great light to 
dawn on our darkness.  Grant that in his light we may see light.  Bestow upon us that most 
excellent Christmas gift of love to all people, so that the likeness of your Son may be formed in 
us, and that we may have the ever-brightening hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen (BOOK OF WORSHIP 1965). 
 

 Our lesson this morning, Epiphany Sunday, comes from Matthew’s Gospel and is the only 

place in our Bible where we read about the visit of the Three Wise Men or the Magi, who were 

astrologers from the East. What motivated them to take this perilous journey seems illogical and 

murky, but it is the stuff of a wonderful John J. Hopkins hymn, “We Three Kings” and pageantry 

galore. Many scientifically minded-people ask what exactly was the star that led the Magi? Some 

18th century scientists linked the star over Bethlehem to Haley’s Comet. Historically, comets 

have arrested human wonder. We know that comets are composed of dust, ice, and rock, 

having tails bordering on the spectacular. Some scientists have speculated that the Bethlehem 

star might have been a supernova—an exploding star that for a period of up to several months 

can radiate a remarkable amount of light. As difficult as it may be to imagine, we can see some 

of these supernovas even during daylight.   

A final “reasonable” account of the star is planetary. Because astrologers mull over planets, 

there may have been a confluence of several planets near the time of Jesus’ birth. In fact, 

Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars aligned in a precise formation in 7-6 BCE and were cited in a few 

ancient scientific texts. Whatever the truth is about the star is mostly a matter of conjecture, 

but tradition holds that the Magi were the first Gentiles to visit the Christ child. May we put 

aside our 21st century skepticism and simply enjoy a compelling story: 

[2:1] In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, [2] asking, "Where is the child who has been born king 
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of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 

[3] When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; [4] and 

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah was to be born. [5] They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

 

    [6] 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.' " 

 

[7] Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. [8] Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage." [9] When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. [10] When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. [11] On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. [12] And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road (Matthew 

2:1-12). 

 The New Year affords us something that we all crave and probably need: the ability to start 

over. This is part of what it means to put life into balance and to dream about a New Year. It is a 

great blessing to start over because it means that we can now test all those mistakes from which 

we were supposed to learn something. After all, if we have learned something we do want to 
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know if we really learned it. So here we are in 2022. We stare down 2021 and hope for the best. 

Could it be worse? 

Over the last few years, I have noted some words of inspiration, lovingly placed on bulletin 

boards. One read, “It is the greatest of all mistakes to do nothing because you can only do a 

little.” Another suggested, “Don’t get so busy preparing for a rainy day that you miss today’s 

sun.” A third: “Live so that each day you will neither be afraid of tomorrow or ashamed of 

yesterday.” The last is one that gives hope to all who believe the Bible’s promises: “We needn’t 

worry about what the future holds if we know who holds the future.” Those bulletin boards tell 

us a lot of good things as we enter into a New Year. 

An image of the New Year I like best is the old-timey image of the two calendars side by 

side: the old and the new. One is tattered and torn. Covering the older calendar are stains, 

smudgy fingerprints, and ink smeared script deciphered only by a pharmacist. The old calendar 

represents vows made and kept. It is a symbol of the things that we have deemed important 

and notes the last year’s priorities. 

Likewise—situated beside the old calendar—is a new one. Clean and crisp, with no 

embarrassing markings to tattle out our organizational skills. The new calendar represents the 

prospects awaiting us and our chance to manage time more. In a real sense, our lesson for today 

is all about the chance to evaluate where we are and where we want to go. This is the best part 

of dreaming about a New Year. 

 There are really three characters in today’s story from Matthew: The Magi, Herod, and 

Jesus. The magi, from whom the word “magic” comes, are possibly members of a priestly class 

from Persia (today’s Iran/Iraq), east of Judea. Christian tradition names the magi: Casper, 

Balthasar, and Melchoir. Although conventional wisdom believes that there were three Magi, 

nothing in the text suggests three or that they were kings. Yet, our lesson suggests them to be 
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sincere, searching for a child “who has been born king of the Jews . . . For we . . . have come to 

pay him homage.”   

 Herod, by contrast, appears weak and paranoid. In the face of the birth of this infant, Herod 

plans and plots. He is the king of Judea but looks more like a gang member protecting his turf 

from some unseen enemy. In a shrewd ploy, Herod asked the magi to divulge the child’s location 

so that he could “also go and pay him homage.” We will see Herod’s true intention later when 

he initiates the “slaughter of innocents.” This action of Herod will force the Holy Family—Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph—into Egypt until his death. 

 The last character in our lesson today is the baby Jesus. Jesus is the object of worship.  The 

magi pay Jesus homage. Herod is so afraid of what this new born king represents that Herod 

willingly destroys all the male children fewer than two years of age simply to protect his 

leadership position. Although Jesus does not act in this text, he is clearly the focus. All the adults 

and their activity center on who Jesus is and what Jesus has come to do. 

 So, if the magi or “wise men” could suggest one thing for us today—as we start a New 

Year—what do you think it would be? I think they would tell us that if we give the baby Jesus 

one gift it would be the gift of our homage. According to Scripture and the Christian tradition, all 

abundant life begins in worship. To worship or pay homage to the Christ is to understand who 

we are and what direction God would want us to take in our lives. So, as you kneel at this 

communion rail, remember it is Christ who has come for us, so that we might have life and have 

it abundantly. 

 As you kneel at this communion rail, remember that as a dream from God warns the magi 

to depart to their homes by a different way, we too can know that God’s dream for us is to 

travel the path of Christian discipleship. This is how believers dream about a New Year. Amen. 

David N. Mosser, SUMC, Salado, TX 76571 


