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River of Life-Pastor Joe Daltorio

Ephesians 4: 

11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ.
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Evangelist – One gifted to proclaim The Gospel (Good News 
of Jesus) to others. Literally, a proclaimer of Good News!
• This gift has been somewhat obscured by church culture in the last 

100 years
• Many grew up hearing the word evangelist applied to teachers in 

the church
• The term evangelist has also been linked to Television and Music –

Both of these are not necessary to be an evangelist
• There have always been evangelists, but I believe this gift was 

restored to the church in the 19 and 20th centuries:  Charles Finney, 
William and Catherine Booth, George Mueller, A.B. Simpson, D.L. 
Moody, Billy Graham, Luis Paulau, Rinehart Bhonke, Leif Hetland, 
etc.

The Five Leadership Gifts of Ephesians

1. To Make the Message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ clearly 
understandable to people who have not heard or understood

2. To represent the character of God and the Lord Jesus Christ to 
people that do not know Him

3. To birth spiritual babies into the Kingdom – They are gifted to bring 
people to decision and transformation.
• This seems to come naturally
• Some churches are pastored by evangelists – They grow fast, but 

need other gifts to help people grow
4. Evangelists can work with crowds or one-on-one as we will see with 

Philip and the Ethiopian Official in Acts 8

The Purpose of the Gift of Evangelist
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1. They often have a strong driving empathy for people and an 
awareness of the “lostness” of humanity

2. They are often drawn to the broken and needy of society (Luke 4:18-
19)

3. They have “spiritual radar.”  They see spiritual need and hunger that 
others often miss

4. They understand the culture of the people they serve and 
communicate relevantly

5. They operate in signs, wonders and faith.  People are delivered 
from Demons and Demonic Strongholds

6. In the Bible – They exhibit a life filled with “divine appointments”  
Being where God wants them to be when He needs them to be 
there!

Marks of the Gift of Evangelist

Acts 8:4-17  “But the believers who were scattered preached the Good 
News about Jesus wherever they went. Philip, for example, went to the 
city of Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah.  Crowds 
listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message 
and see the miraculous signs he did. Many evil spirits were cast out, 
screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed 
or lame were healed. So there was great joy in that city.
A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years, 
amazing the people of Samaria and claiming to be someone 
great. Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as 
“the Great One—the Power of God.”

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip
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“They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded 
them with his magic.

But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News 
concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a 
result, many men and women were baptized. Then Simon himself 
believed and was baptized. He began following Philip wherever he 
went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles Philip 
performed."

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip

“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had 
accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there.

As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for 
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.” - NLT

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip
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What do we observe about the Life and Calling of an 
evangelist?
• Philip’s ministry was marked by supernatural power
• “Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their 

victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame were 
healed. So there was great joy in that city.”

• Evangelists did and should be doing the same thing Jesus did 
when He was on the earth

• People need deliverance from demonization today just like 
they did then

• A ministry that denies dealing with the demonic will tolerate 
spiritual strongholds that limit Christ’s character and power

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip

What do we observe about the Life and Calling of an 
evangelist?
• Are people being healed today?
• Yes, although I am surprised at times that there isn’t more 

rejoicing when we hear a testimony of healing.
• There is, I believe, some unbelief and restraint

• Are people being delivered from demonic power?
• Yes, just like in Philip’s day
• Many testimonies are very private and some are reluctant to 

share
• Satan and his demonic horde seek to intimidate and embarrass 

people who have been demonized – We do not play into that!

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip
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Acts 8:26-40  ‘“As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go 
south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he 
started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great 
authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship, and he was now returning. Seated in his 
carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  
The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the 
carriage.”
Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he 
urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.”’

Philip & The Ethiopian Official

‘“The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.

And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
He was humiliated and received no justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about 
himself or someone else?” So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip 
told him the Good News about Jesus.”’

Philip & The Ethiopian Official
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“As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
“Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the 
carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way 
rejoicing.

Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. He 
preached the Good News there and in every town along the way until 
he came to Caesarea.” - NLT

Philip & The Ethiopian Official

1. Sensitivity to Hear and be led of the Holy Spirit
2. Availability: Instant Obedience to The Holy Spirit
• God uses people who obey Him!  Obey and He will give you 

more
3. Initiative:  Philip was prepared to make the most of this open 

door
• He knew the Word – (Word this week at ACTS Prayer –

Money to Spend)
• God doesn’t tell him exactly what to do – but he sees the 

opportunity and acts!
4. Tactfulness: He asks permission by using a question
5. Spiritual anointing: Philip has been with God and shares out of 

what the Lord has given him

Philip’s Life & Ministry Demonstrate the Following
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