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“The Gospel Goes South” 
Salado UMC—Preaching Text: Acts 8:26-40 

Easter 5: 2 May 2021  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“A man of understanding has lost nothing, if he has himself” 
—Michel de Montaigne (1533 - 1592). 

    ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 
 Luke tells a great story today. It is about a triple Israel outcast—a foreigner, a 

Gentile, and a sexually mutilated person—who desired to worship and learn of Yahweh. 

Philip had been preaching in Samaria as our story opens. Luke tells us the basics of a 

story about an outcast who is a seeker: the time is noon (alternate translation “toward the 

south”), the place is an isolated road with a chariot upon it, the key character is an 

Ethiopian eunuch, the minister (CFO) to the queen, and who was a “God-fearer,” coming 

home from a worship pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

[26] Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to 

the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) [27] 

So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship [28] and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah.  

 

[29] Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." [30] So 

Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you 
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understand what you are reading?" [31] He replied, "How can I, unless someone 

guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  

 

[32] Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

    "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

        and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  

            so he does not open his mouth.  

    [33] In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

        Who can describe his generation?  

            For his life is taken away from the earth."  

 

[34] The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 

this, about himself or about someone else?" [35] Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. [36] 

As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?"  

 

[37] omitted from most translations [38] He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

[39] When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
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away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. [40] But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 

the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea (Acts 8:26-40). 

 

Luke wrote both the Gospel carrying his name and the book of Acts. As do other 

biblical writers, Luke too has his particular themes of theology that shine through his 

writings. I would like to point out three that we can gather from this particular story of 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

 1) Right off the bat, some have called Acts the Gospel of the Holy Spirit. Luke uses 

the term “Holy Spirit” an incredible 42 times in Acts, nearly half of the uses in our New 

Testament (96—NRSV). The Holy Spirit, according to Luke, is the chief catalyst pushing the 

gospel into the world. Our lesson today is one such instance.  

 Acts 2:4 reads: “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” This verse kicks off a stirring 28 

chapters of the gospel which, as Jesus instructs the disciples: “But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The Spirit 

directs Philip, at the beginning of our lesson, to “Get up and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” There Philip encounters an Ethiopian and 

our story progresses. At the story’s end, the Spirit “snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
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saw him no more . . . but Philip found himself at Azotus.” This little story from Acts 8 

illustrates how the Spirit motivates the Lord’s messengers and extends the frontiers of 

the Kingdom of God. 

2) We do not need others to tell us that geography and ethnic barriers separate all 

human beings—even those who are religious. In John 4:9 the evangelist writes in 

passing, parenthetically: “Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.” We are 

no better today than were the Jews and Gentiles of the first century. Today, if we heard 

the words “Black Lives Matter” or “Q-anon,” we have a visceral and emotional reaction 

to those labels—just like when Jews heard the word “Samaritan.”  

 In the Hebrew scriptures, we see the hope that not only could we humans dwell in 

peace, but that Gentiles/foreigners might enter the house of God/Temple to worship. 

Not only that, but according to Deuteronomy 23:1 (NIV), “No one who has been 

emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly of the Lord.” The NRSV is 

more explicit: “No one whose testicles are crushed or whose penis is cut off shall be 

admitted to the assembly of the Lord.” Evidently, the eunuch, by the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, now returns from worship in the assembly in Jerusalem! Thus, as Luke tells 

the story of the Holy Spirit, we see Gentiles, foreigners, and even eunuchs invited and 

welcomed into the household of faith. 

3) Another theme we see in Luke in general, and specifically here in in the Gaza 

Road story, is this: Jesus satisfies the “promise-fulfillment” assurance we read in Hebrew 
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scripture themes. For countless Christians, Jesus is the revealing key that unlocks the 

prophets’ meaning. Thus, the Holy Spirit inspires a “promise-fulfillment” theology of Old 

and New Testament interplay. 

4) For believers, God’s hand mysteriously moves behind life’s scenes to provide the 

grace required to usher in a life that befits the gospel. We could describe this life as a 

version of John Wesley’s idea of “prevenient grace.” Prevenient grace is the   inclusive 

love of God in Christ. It meets us in situations in which we find ourself. In other words, 

we might be out of control, but we are never beyond God’s control. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the author of Cancer Ward and The Gulag Archipelago 

among other works, writes of a moment when he was on the verge of giving up all hope 

in a Soviet prison camp. He worked 12 hours a day at hard labor. He existed on a 

starvation diet. He became gravely ill. The doctors predicted his death. One afternoon 

while shoveling sand under a blazing sun, he simply stopped work, although he knew a 

guard would beat him severely, perhaps to death. But he just couldn’t go on. 

Then he saw another prisoner, a fellow Christian, moving toward him guardedly. 

With his cane the man quickly drew a cross in the sand, and then quickly erased it. In a 

brief moment, Solzhenitsyn felt all of the hope of the gospel flood through him. It gave 

him strength and courage to endure that difficult day and the hard months of 

imprisonment that followed. The sign of the cross saved Alexander Solzhenitsyn that 
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day. That hasty reminder of God’s love and power gave him the strength to hold on. 

Could the Holy Spirit have prompted such a moment? 

 

David Neil Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


