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Ephesians 4:
11It

was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure
of the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:
14Then

we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by
the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their
deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we
will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is,
Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does its work. – NIV (1984)

The Five Leadership Gifts of Ephesians
Prophet - A person speaking by God’s inspiration truths
revealed by God for the edification and guidance of the
hearers
• Some people are actually called to the office of prophet i.e. Agabus
• Others can be used to share a word of prophecy occasionally
• Acts 21:7-12 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais,
where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. Leaving the next
day, we reached Cesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one
of the Seven. He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. After we had
been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from
Judea. Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it
and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the
owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’” When we heard this,
we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem - NIV

The Five Gifts of Ephesians: Office of Prophet
Prophecy has two elements
• To foretell – To reveal knowledge of the future
• To speak forth – God’s “now word” for a person or people
One of the distinctions that we need to learn to understand the New Testament
gift of prophecy is to see how it differs from the Old Testament use of the gift.
• Prophets in the Old Testament were a select group that were held to a very high standard. In
the New Testament in 1 Corinthians 14, the indication is that everyone should seek to prophesy.
• The New Testament gift comes with new instructions as well. The prophecies should be weighed
by the Church. Since the gift is now widespread because so many are filled with the Holy
Spirit, there is a check on the gift to prevent false prophecy and damage to the Church from
those who would deliver a word that was “off” or downright false.
• Those operating in the five-fold mantle of prophet seem to have a call similar to prophets in
the Old Testament. Agabus, mentioned above, was one of those

The Purpose of the Gift of Prophecy
1. 1 Corinthians 14:3-4 “But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for
their strengthening, encouragement and comfort. He who speaks in a
tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.”
2. Those who think prophecy is only to correct or to warn miss the point.
3. According to 1 Corinthians 14, prophecy reveals the hearts of
people in a gathering. That is the “seer” component of the gift.
4. In the case of Agabus, Paul and others in the New Testament, God
clearly reveals the future through prophecy.

Role of Office of Prophet
1. Reveal’s God’s Heart and mind to His People providing vision,
revelation of God’s character, and direction
2. The Office or Leadership mantle of prophet equips those in the Body
of Christ to learn how to hear the voice of God and receive
revelation. They equip others to prophesy.
3. Set’s a standard for order and prophetic accuracy
4. The standard for office of prophet would be the same as other
leaders in the Church, i.e. the fourteen qualifications for elders (1
Timothy 3:17, Titus 1:5-9)

Identifying Marks of Office of Prophet
1. Prophesy with great maturity and humility
2. Their anointing creates an open Heaven where people hear from
God and prophetic gifts operate freely
3. Causes faith to arise in people’s hearts
4. Hearts are revealed
5. Sets standards for judging prophecy – When mature prophetic gifts
are present, people feel safe
6. Mature prophets will gather those who want to learn to hear God’s
voice and prophesy

When Prophecy is functioning properly in the Church
• 1 Corinthians 14:24-26 “But if an unbeliever or someone who does
not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be
convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the
secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship
God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!” What then shall we say,
brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word
of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these
must be done for the strengthening of the church.” - NIV
• When the gift of prophecy is stewarded well in a fellowship, the
results can be powerful.
• This same effect is evident when a pastor or evangelist is a
prophetic-preacher. (In fact, much preaching can indeed be
prophecy). The hearts of the people are laid bare.

The Five Leadership Gifts of Ephesians
Evangelist – One gifted to proclaim The Gospel (Good News
of Jesus) to others
• This gift has been somewhat obscured by church culture in the last
100 years
• Many grew up hearing the word evangelist applied to teachers in
the church
• The term evangelist has also been linked to Television and Music –
Both of these are no necessary to be an evangelist
• There have always been evangelists, but I believe this gift was
restored to the church in the 19 and 20th centuries: Charles Finney,
William and Catherine Booth, George Mueller, A.B. Simpson, D.L.
Moody, Billy Graham, Luis Paulau, Rinehart Bhonke, Leif Hetland,
etc.

The Purpose of the Gift of Evangelist
1. To Make the Message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ clearly
understandable to people who have not heard or understood
2. To represent the character of God and the Lord Jesus Christ to
people that do not know Him
3. To birth spiritual babies into the Kingdom – They are gifted to bring
people to decision and transformation.
• This seems to come naturally
• Some churches are pastored by evangelists – They grow fast, but
need other gifts to help people grow

Marks of the Gift of Evangelist
1. They often have a strong driving empathy for people and an
awareness of the “lostness” of humanity
2. They are often drawn to the broken and needy of society (Luke 4:1819)
3. They see spiritual need and hunger that others often miss
4. They understand the culture of the people they serve and
communicate relevantly
5. They operate in signs, wonders and faith. People are delivered
from Demons and Demonic Strongholds
6. In the Bible – They exhibit a life filled with “divine appointments”
Being where God wants them to be when He needs them to be
there!

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip
4 But

the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about
Jesus wherever they went. 5 Philip, for example, went to the city of
Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. 6 Crowds
listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message
and see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil[a]spirits were cast out,
screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed
or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.
9 A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years,
amazing the people of Samaria and claiming to be someone
great. 10 Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as
“the Great One—the Power of God.” - NLT

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip
11 They

listened closely to him because for a long time he had
astounded them with his magic.
12 But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News
concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a
result, many men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself
believed and was baptized. He began following Philip wherever he
went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles Philip
performed. - NLT

New Testament Example of an Evangelist: Philip
14 When

the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria
had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 15 As
soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the
Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then
Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received
the Holy Spirit.

Philip & The Ethiopian Official
26 As

for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south[b] down the
desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out,
and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under
the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem
to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was
reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the
carriage.”
30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he
urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.

Philip & The Ethiopian Official
32 The

passage of Scripture he had been reading was this:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
33 He was humiliated and received no justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”[c]
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about
himself or someone else?” 35 So beginning with this same Scripture,
Philip told him the Good News about Jesus.

Philip & The Ethiopian Official
36 As

they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said,
“Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?”[d] 38 He ordered
the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him.
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way
rejoicing. 40 Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of
Azotus. He preached the Good News there and in every town along the
way until he came to Caesarea.

Philip’s Life & Ministry Demonstrate the Following
1. Sensitivity to Hear and be led of the Holy Spirit
2. Availability: Instant Obedience to The Holy Spirit
3. Initiative: Philip was prepared to make the most of this open
door
• He knew the Word
• God doesn’t tell him exactly what to do – but he sees the
opportunity and acts!
4. Tactfulness: He asks permission by using a question
5. Spiritual anointing: Philip has been with God and shares out of
what the Lord has given him

