
 
The Right Time to be Reminded 

8 August 2021: 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Preaching Text: Matthew 11:25-26 

 
 Since I work mostly with adolescents and college students, one of the issues I encounter 

most frequently is the issue of identity. “Who am I?” is a question constantly asked by young 

people, but it also frequently pops up for adults as well. We have all heard of the mid-life (and 

sometimes quarter-life) crisis! 

A decade or two or three ago, when I was in sixth grade, I had already adopted the 

identity of “the smart kid.” I did well in school, mostly because I was blessed to have a family 

who made education a priority. My mother was a teacher and my dad worked at the school (in 

addition to being the son of a teacher). It doesn’t take long for a smart kid who loves to read 

and has glasses to be labeled “the smart kid”, or as my less kind classmates would term it, a 

“nerd”. 

So, I leaned into the role, answering so many questions that my teachers soon began 

asking me to stop answering questions so the other kids would have a chance to answer. I 

would sit in class in my self-congratulatory smugness, watching my classmates struggle to 

answer until my teacher would be forced to call on me. Then, I could heroically swoop in and 

save the teacher and my hapless classmates with the correct answer. Some kids had the 

touchdown catch; I had the answer to “Where would you find the substance chlorophyll?”  

Until one day in science class when my smugness was interrupted by the raise of a hand 

and a correct answer I didn’t expect. There was a new kid in class and he KNEW THINGS! My 

throne was threatened! Who was this new person who came in and undermined everything I 

had worked for?!? How could I still be “that smart kid” if there were now TWO smart kids? 

I suspect that in the same way, many who encountered Jesus found their wisdom and 

understanding challenged by this radical and confusing preacher from Nazareth. Jesus mentions 

these "wise" in his prayer in Matthew 11:25-26: 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 

you’ve hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have shown them 

to babies. 26 Indeed, Father, this brings you happiness. (CEB) 



This odd little prayer occurs in Matthew just after Jesus angrily condemns the cities that 

did not repent, even after seeing many miracles and hearing the teachings of Jesus. The 

transition is marked by the simple phrase "at that time". The original Greek term used here 

means "the appropriate time" rather than the exact chronological time. So why was this the 

appropriate time to say this prayer of thanksgiving to God? 

Most Biblical scholarship believes that Matthew was written to a Jewish audience. 

Perhaps the author of Matthew feels it is the right time to draw the attention of his Jewish 

readers to what our Book of Discipline calls, "God's special commitment to the poor, the 

disabled, the imprisoned, the oppressed, the outcast." 

This theme of God caring for the “babies”, the helpless ones of society, runs throughout 

the Jewish scriptures, starting from the earliest laws of Israel that called for the release of debt 

every fifty years to alleviate poverty (Leviticus 25:8-13) and for the Israelites to leave some of 

harvest for the poor. (Leviticus 23:22) The theme continues through Psalms and Proverbs, 

where Israel is reminded "The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed" (Psalm 9:9) and "Those 

who despise their neighbors are sinners, but happy are those who are kind to the poor". 

(Proverbs 14:21) The prophets continued to calling Israel back to live out God’s commands: "Is 

not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 

hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house?" (Isaiah 58:6-7) 

When Jesus’s own mother was bearing him, her song of praise proclaimed “He has 

brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry 

with good things,  and sent the rich away empty.” Luke 1:52-53. And finally, when Jesus, first 

spoke in public, he summarized his mission, he said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free" Luke 4:18 Jesus tells 

the crowds earlier in Matthew that these poor, mournful, and meek are among the “blessed” 

by God.  

Babies know no separate identity from their parents. Science tells us that babies do not 

develop the ability to completely think of themselves as a separate recognizable self until they 



are around 18 months old. Babies are completely reliant on their parents for their care. The 

spiritual babies to whom God is revealed also are completely reliant on God for their spiritual 

care and identity. 

Jesus is not disparaging being intelligent or telling His followers to be purposefully 

ignorant. The warning is about pride and specifically pride in our identity as something more 

than what we really are, broken people in need of God’s love and grace. 

Perhaps it was the right time to remind the "wise and intelligent" that we are called to 

have a child like faith that shuns intellectual pride for a humble acceptance of the revelation of 

God in Jesus Christ. After all, we did nothing to earn this revelation. It was given to us from God 

thorough Jesus out of his great love and grace toward us.  

Is our identity caught up in our wisdom and intellect or any other privilege we have 

rather than in our beloved-ness as children of God in Christ? Are we like me in sixth grade 

setting back and watching others struggle because it makes us feel better about ourselves? It is 

always the right time to be reminded that our wisdom, intellect, wealth and influence are not 

markers of a special place in the upside-down kingdom of God but are special gifts of 

service. We should constantly be reminded that we see the face of Christ most clearly in the 

very people we shun for being “not enough” and that we who “have” are called to serve those 

who “have not” and help them flourish. 

 For example, that new kid in class. Turns out he was a great person, who quickly became 

one of my best friends. I wouldn’t have survived high school without his love, prayers, and 

guidance as we walked the Christian life together. I wouldn’t have received this blessing if I had 

stayed in my identity as “that one smart kid.” I had to recognize that God has enough love and 

blessings for us all and my identity should be tied to God’s love for me, not an artificial standing 

I had created. May we all learn to see the blessings of God all around us in every child of God 

we meet. Amen. 
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