
It’s a Cliff-Hanger… or not… 

30 January 2022: Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Preaching Text: Luke 4:21-30 

 

Have you ever experienced that moment that you realize that someone is not who you 

thought they were? Sometimes that’s a good surprise, like when you get to know someone 

better and they become a great friend. Sometimes it’s a terrible moment of betrayal, when 

someone who you trusted or loved turns their back on you.  

This is a common human experience for many reasons. All of us hide who we truly are to 

others to some extent to maintain social relationships. We bite our tongues when someone 

says something we don’t want to hear. We speak kindly to someone while our thoughts are 

filled with curses. Even if we could let people know every thought going through our brains, it 

wouldn’t be the same as actually experiencing what is happening in our minds. Even our 

language we’ve developed to communicate our thoughts fails to communicate completely who 

we are and what we are feeling. Thus, the ground is set for misunderstanding that can develop 

into full blown relationship issues. 

In our lectionary passage this week, we see this all-too-common human experience play 

out between Jesus and the people of Nazareth. Here’s the passage from Luke 4:21-30: 

21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 

mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to 

me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown 

the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no 

prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows 

in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and 

there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 

widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the 

prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they 

heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the 



town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might 

hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

Here we see a situation that starts out so well devolve into murderous rage! And from 

Luke’s account, it appears that Jesus is the one that escalates the situation! Jesus can certainly 

be confrontational with the religious authorities when needed, but his reaction seems to be 

completely out of character. What exactly is happening here?  

In Matthew and Mark’s account on this scene, the people of Nazareth were upset with 

what Jesus was teaching and rejected his message because he was just “Joseph’s boy” that they 

all knew to be “nothing special”. They reject Jesus based on who they think he is; just a 

carpenter’s son, not God’s son.  

Luke’s account keeps the “Joseph’s boy” phrase, but states that all the people were 

happy with that Jesus was saying. Perhaps the meaning here is more akin to “isn’t that Joseph’s 

boy! That great! He’s one of us!” This is also missing the point that Jesus is God’s son; Jesus is 

just a good boy from Nazareth doing great things. They miss the implication that it is the 

Messiah himself who is teaching in their midst. 

Through the miraculous power of seeing into their hearts or simply by reading body 

language and tone, Jesus sees through their words and seeks the heart of the matter; that they 

are ultimately rejecting him. He turns their words against them, putting words in their mouths 

predicting that they will ask him to do miracles for them and give them access to his power of 

healing and miracles. Jesus shines further light on their rejection by reminding them of two 

stories from the Hebrew scriptures of God’s prophets favoring Gentile nations over Jewish 

ones.  

And here is the crux of the rejection. The people of Nazareth feel, “Jesus is our son. He 

belongs to us! We raised him and nurtured him! Now he wants to go to the other cities around, 

who have always looked down on us and help them! This is unacceptable!” The rage continues 

to build until the townspeople attempt to murder Jesus. Like a spurned lover, they believe “If I 

can’t have you, no one will!” But Jesus simply walks through their attempt and goes on his way. 



He will not be stopped by the town’s rejection of him. He knows his mission, and nothing will 

stand in his way. 

The message of this story for us is that we can often be like the people of Nazareth. We 

try to confine Jesus to whatever box we think he should fit in. Typically, this box is that Jesus is 

only for people like us; for people in our country, our denomination, our social strata, our race, 

our gender, etc. etc. We often don’t start out doing this on purpose. We simply start from the 

incorrect common human assumption that everyone thinks like us. But if we are not careful, 

this position hardens in our mind and becomes more and more engrained in us until we finally 

extend this position to Jesus as well. When we look at Jesus, we just see a reflection of 

ourselves. And no one can take him from us! 

But the problem is that Jesus is not like us. Jesus will break out of the boxes we place 

him in and go on his way, bringing the Kingdom to whomever will receive. We will look up from 

our anger and find that like the people of Nazareth, we have been left behind. Because Jesus 

understands that the Gospel doesn’t leave us to be stuck in the places we grew up; the places 

where we are comfortable. The Gospel challenges us to move beyond what we know into 

places where we are uncomfortable, among people we might not normally hang out with, 

experiencing the fresh movement of God’s spirit in our lives and in the lives of others. We leave 

the old behind, walking with Jesus into an uncertain future, but one where Jesus is with us 

every step of the way. Thanks be to God! 
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