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“Give Me a Double Share!” 

Salado UMC 

Preaching Text: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Transfiguration Sunday—14 February 2021  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Living is having ups and downs and sharing them with friends” 

    (Trey Parker and Matt Stone, Prehistoric Ice Man, 1999). 

    ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Hear the days’ lesson for Transfiguration Sunday: 

 

[2:1] Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. [2] Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far 

as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So, 

they went down to Bethel. [3] The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 

and said to him, "Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?" And 

he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent."  

 

[4] Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the 

Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. [5] The 

company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know 

that today the Lord will take your master away from you?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be 

silent."  

 

[6] Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As 

the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went on. [7] Fifty 

men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 

were standing by the Jordan. [8] Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 

water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 

dry ground.  

 

[9] When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 

taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit." [10] He 

responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will 

be granted you; if not, it will not." [11] As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 

and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 

[12] Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 

two pieces (2 Kings 2:1-12). 

 

We complete Epiphany on Transfiguration Sunday. Today’s Gospel lesson recounts Jesus’ 

transfiguration as recounted by Mark’s terse, but potent description. The lesson from 2 Kings conveys 
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Elijah’s translation into heaven. Elijah also places his prophetic mantle upon his successor, Elisha. This 

text appears today because Elijah plays a role in Jesus’ transfiguration. Also, leadership transitions 

always challenge the church. Thus, stewards who manage a household of leadership might pay attention 

to the leadership transition written about here. 

 As in the local church, those who have been important to the church’s life in due course pass from 

the scene. Yet, physical death is not the only thing that robs the church of its most effective leaders. 

Sometimes people’s job will carry them to Chicago, California, or Florida. Like a bad penny, many of 

these folks return—and we rejoice. Yet, ill health or change in life situations requires new leadership in a 

local church. Those leaders today, may not be leaders in fifty years. This is part of life. Thus, we pass 

church leadership to others. Let us return to our lesson 2 Kings 2:1-12. 

 Elijah and Elisha traveled from Gilgal and “the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 

whirlwind.” On three distinct occasions Elijah commands Elisha “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as 

far as Bethel . . . Jericho . . . the Jordan.” Yet, Elisha sticks to Elijah. He pleads with words echoing Ruth’s 

words to her mother-in-law, “I will not leave you” (see Ruth 1:16). In Elisha’s refusal to obey Elijah’s 

command, Elisha reveals his faithfulness to his prophetic mentor. While usually this story focuses on the 

translation of Elijah, we note Elisha’s request. Elisha asks: “Please let me inherit a double share of your 

spirit.” What do we make of such a request? 

 First, Elisha has learned much from his mentor. In the beginning, Elisha was not as ready as he 

appears now. Earlier, he asked Elijah if he could “kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow 

you” (1 Kings 19:20). Yet, the younger prophet relents to Elijah. Elisha sacrifices his oxen, his only means 

for making a living, and makes a sacrifice to honor his decision—and follows Elijah, becoming his 

servant. 

 Second, Elijah asks, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Plainly, Elisha 

might have asked for many things: authority, the ability to do great miracles, or other worthy things. Yet, 

Elisha asks for a double portion of the prophet’s spirit. He asked for “ruach,” or “God’s mighty wind” 

(see Genesis 1:2). By asking for a double portion, Elisha wants to make sure he has enough of what Elijah 

has to continue his mentor-prophet’s work. That work is speaking the word of God. 

 Be aware of Elijah’s response to the “double portion” request. “If you see me as I am being taken 

from you,” then likely, God grants the request. Elisha has stuck by Elijah thus far. Thus, remaining to the 

end, Elisha will receive the request. A vital faith principle is that we handle traditions our forebears gave 

us. Whether the customs of a local parish, or a vision by which God guided our ancestors, stewards 

become guardians of hard-earned traditions. Visibly, time and progress march on and we adjust. Yet, 

stewardship preserves reliable values that guide believers. I suppose the older I get the more wisdom I 

see in the way that people did things long ago. Most of us are “neo-philes”—lovers of the new. We want 

the latest gadgets, the fastest computers, the biggest screen televisions. Yet, our ancestors lived 

healthier lives because daily they worked their muscles in ways that most of us only read about. 

 There is wisdom in listening to the voices of our ancestors. It is for this reason alone that I believe 

attending to the historical markers of our congregation is so important to us all. Whether we mark 

anniversaries or honor other events in the church’s life, we remember that we did not get here on our 

own. Rather, we had a great deal of help from those who came before us. 

 Paul writes to Corinth: “For the love of Christ urges us on” (2 Corinthians 5:14). Paul is correct when 

he tells us that the love of Christ urges us on.  In fact, the love of Christ connects all things. The love of 
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Christ is like seeing a fragment of US Highway 40 and thinking that is all there is. Let me explain.  I grew 

up in Independence, MO, in the 1950s and 1960s. US 40 was the big highway in our town. This massive 

highway, separated Independence from Raytown. Bev’s Root Beer Stand, The Blue Ridge Mall, and our 

local drive in Movie Theater were all on US 40. My dad said it linked us to the rest of the world. At eight, 

however, I had no idea what he meant. 

 Later, I learned this US 40 was the first US highway that ran from sea to sea. It began in Atlantic City 

and finished its course in San Francisco. If we were drove this highway from end to end, along the way 

we would see: 

Cowtown Rodeo, New Castle, Maryland  

Fort Necessity/Uniontown, Wheeling, West Virginia 

The National Road Museum, Columbus, Ohio 

Boonville and Independence, Missouri.  

Denver, Colorado.  

Berthoud Pass and Steamboat Springs, Colorado 

Salt Lake City, Utah and Winnemucca 

Reno, Nevada and, finally, San Francisco, California. 

 

This highway linked two oceans and 14 states. I would have never guessed that that one highway 

could have linked me to all that! This is how the love of Christ connects all believers. Colossians tells us: 

“He [Christ] himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). When we 

pass along leadership from one generation to another, we too are like those who travel the royal 

highway of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
David Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


