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“Reward: Pre or Post” 

Preaching Text: Mark 10:35-40 

Maundy Thursday – 1 April 2021 

Salado UMC, Salado, TX 76571 

 

[35] James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, 

we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you”. [36] And he said to them, “What is it you 

want me to do for you?” [37] And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your glory.”  

[38] But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 

cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”  [39] They replied, 

“We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the 

baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; [40] but to sit at my right hand or at 

my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared” (Mark 10:35-

40). 

 

 Not too many years ago I was in a restaurant in Austin late one evening after having 

made several hospital calls. I sat at a table and noticed a family of several children sitting at a 

booth with what appeared to be the children’s parents. As it is with families set in this 

constellation, the family was loud and having fun. I had pulled out a book while I waited for the 

server to come and take my order. He first stopped however at this family’s booth to take their 

order. All seemed to be going well until one of the children, and I judged him to be about 10-12, 

decided he wanted to order off of “the big people’s menu.” Both parents protested telling him 

he couldn’t eat that much, but he insisted. So, I heard the father say to him, “Son, if we let you 

order this meal, you must eat everything on your plate before we leave. Do you understand?” 

 The boy said yes and said it emphatically. 

 Evidently, he ordered an expensive steak and after forty-five minutes, I got up to leave 

and I noticed that the whole family was watching him attempt to eat a half-full plate. I had my 

doubts that he would ever finish the massive amount of food still left. As I walked out everyone 
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in the family had their eyes glued to the plate and the boy.  I wondered later, weeks later in 

fact, if he was still there or if he had ever finished. 

 

Representative Text of “Are ye able:” 

1 “Are you able,” said the Master, 

“To be crucified with me?” 

“Yea,” the sturdy dreamers answered, 

“To the death we follow Thee.” 

 

Refrain: 

  Lord, we are able. Our spirits are Thine. 

Remold them, make us, like Thee, divine. 

Thy guiding radiance above us shall be  

a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty. 

 

2 Are ye able to remember, 

When a thief lifts up his eyes, 

That his pardoned soul is worthy 

Of a place in paradise? [Refrain] 

 

3 Are ye able when the shadows 

Close around you with the sod, 

To believe that spirits triumphs, 

To commend your soul to God? [Refrain] 

 

4 Are ye able? Still the Master 

Whispers down eternity 

And heroic spirits answer, 

Now as then in Galilee. [Refrain] 
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James and John, the sons of Zebedee want Jesus to promise them a reward, but Jesus tells 

them two things. 

 

1) They do not know what they are asking. 

2) Their request is not one that Jesus can grant. 
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