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I Want to Know What Love Is 

February 20, 2022 
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

Sermon Text: Luke 6:27-38 
 
 

 I remember very clearly the first time my parents thought I was old enough to watch my 

little sister while they went to the grocery store. I was given all the usual lectures about being 

the responsible older sibling and after agreeing to do my best, my parents headed out for the 

next half hour. My sister had a set of child size cleaning tools that included a couple of mops. I, 

being a big Star Wars nerd, used them for lightsaber fights with my sister. My parents didn’t like 

our “creative” use of the mops, so of course, as soon as they left, out came the mops and the 

sword fight began. During this particular sword fight, my sister realized that she could rap my 

knuckles to make me let go of the mop. In my opinion, this constituted unfair fighting (these 

mops didn’t have handguards!) and I asked my sister repeatedly to stop hitting my hands. Since 

she actually wanted to win this fight, she kept on and finally, after a particularly hard rap on the 

knuckles, I saw red. I grabbed her by the shirt, spun her around, and hit her as hard as I could 

with the mop right across the back. She hit the floor and began screaming right as I heard the 

door to the house open. I deservedly was in big trouble; I don’t remember my punishment, but 

I’m sure it was severe. And yes, it was quite awhile before we were left at home alone. 

The urge to fight back when we are attached seems to be ingrained in human nature. 

Neuroscience has identified a part of our brain they call the “lizard brain” that is a primitive 

section of our brain. It controls our fight or flight response, so when we choose to fight back like 

I did against my sister, we are falling victim to this primitive part of our brain. While the writer 
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of Luke certainly wasn’t familiar with this science, Jesus in Luke 6:27-38 is appealing to us to use 

our higher thought and spirit when dealing with others. 

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the 

cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 

your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 

ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32 “If you love those who 

love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do 

good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 

34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return.[a] Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 

High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful. 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

We are still in Luke’s “Sermon on the Plain” which we started last week. Last week’s 

section of the sermon was difficult to hear and I’m afraid that this week’s is not any easier to 

hear. In fact, Jesus starts out by acknowledging that many who were listening to him before 

may not be listening anymore. The NSRV blandly uses the phrase “you that listen” but I prefer 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25174a
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the CEB translation as closer to the original language, “you who are willing to hear”. These are 

hard words and Jesus knows it! 

 Jesus takes what was already a well-known principle throughout ancient religions and 

ethics that one should not do to others what they would not want done to them and takes it to 

an expanded level of ethics. Jesus’ call goes beyond just not doing to others what we dislike, 

but to actually treat them like we would like to be treated; to “love” our enemies! The word for 

“love” used here is the familiar word “agape”, which is to have an unconditional positive regard 

for the well-being of someone. This goes far beyond the love shown for friends or family. (As 

Jesus later explains in verses 32-34) 

 So how are followers of Jesus expected to show this type of love? Jesus gives the 

general examples of doing good, blessing, and praying for those who are our enemies and who 

are treating us poorly, and then gives a couple of concrete examples of what this would look 

like. Jesus says that if someone slaps your face, you should offer the other cheek to be slapped 

as well. At that if someone takes your coat, you should offer them your shirt as well! These 

sound like the most crazy ideas that someone could come up with to show love, right? 

Wouldn’t this just make Christians into doormats that people can just step on repeatedly? It 

may appear that way at first glance, but it doesn’t take a particularly deep look to see that 

these examples are actively provocative ways to resist someone who is doing evil. If one were 

to do these acts in public, it would draw a crowd and that crowd would see the extra steps of 

oppression that someone would have to demonstrate to slap us twice or steal all our clothes! It 

would expose the evil of the person doing the abusing to everyone who is watching. 
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 But it is clear from Jesus’ command to love that this exposure of wrongdoing isn’t just to 

shame one who is doing evil, but to bless them and to be a part of their redemption. There is a 

story I love about a monk who lived in the desert of Egypt, Abba Euprepius, who was robbed by 

thieves who ransacked his home and took many of his possessions. After the thieves left, 

Euprepius noticed that they had left some items behind. Euprepius quickly packed up the items 

and ran after the thieves. When he caught up with them, he gave them the items, and told 

them, “Here, you forgot some things.” The thieves were ashamed of their theft and took all of 

Euprepius’ items back to him. Sounds like a crazy way to deal with a robbery, but the point of 

the story and the point of Jesus’ sayings here is that sometimes it takes a shocking moment to 

get people to see the severity of their wrongdoing. This is something that many miss; liberation 

from oppression isn’t just about saving the oppressed, but also about saving the oppressor. (I 

do want to clarify that I am in no way saying that these verses can be used to justify staying in a 

relationship or situation of physical, emotional, or mental abuse. If you are in a situation like 

this, please seek help from the proper authorities.) 

 So why would we live this way? Jesus offers a couple of reasons why. First, living a life of 

love to everyone is what God does, so if we are going to be called God’s children, to live like 

God is to live a life of grace and mercy toward others. This is most clearly shown to us through 

the life of Jesus, who gave up the glory of God to live among us to show us how to live more 

closely to God, to draw us back into a right relationship with our Creator and to show us just 

how much God was willing to sacrifice to show God’s love toward us who didn’t deserve it. That 

is the kind of love we are called to demonstrate to all when we follow Christ. 
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 Secondly, Jesus tells us that there are rewards for us in living a life full of grace and 

mercy toward others. The phrase translated in the NRSV as “what credit is it to you” could also 

be translated as “what grace is it to you”. How we treat others is a measure of how God’s grace 

is at work in our lives and when God’s grace has center stage for us Jesus says our “reward will 

be great.” Living more fully in the life of a child of God means we have a more abundant life, 

joyously full of the presence of God in our lives.  

 In the next section of the text is Jesus’ famous injunction to not judge or condemn. We 

are also encouraged to forgive and be generous in our giving. If we do this, we will be blessed 

with an overflow of abundant life. Being a person filled with judgement and condemnation 

does no good for us in our spiritual life. As the oft repeated phrase goes, it’s like “swallowing 

poison hoping that the other person will die.” As Jesus states, having this sort of attitude will 

eventually lead to judgement and condemnation upon ourselves. And again, is this how we 

would want to be treated? To follow Jesus’s words here would lead us to let go of these 

resentments we harbor towards other so our lives (and theirs) can be blessed. 

This doesn’t mean that we will always be happy or that we will always have material 

wealth. It means that when we operate from a place of openness and love, our spirit flourishes. 

Life becomes a lighter experience. Not holding on to judgement and condemnation benefits our 

mental, spiritual and physical health. Jesus knows this is not easy for us. Our minds default to 

our “lizard brain” and want to fight back when we are harmed. But when we learn to express 

the spirit of love and self-control that the Holy Spirit gives us, we can live a more abundant and 

blessed life. Amen.  
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